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T he CIA made serious mistakes 
in its treatment of a Soviet 
defector who said he knew 
about Lee Harvey Oswald’s activities in 
Russia, an agency official testified 
Friday. 

“Hostile interrogations” of Yuri 
Nosenko were “counter-productive ... 
and created a lot of misinformation” 
from 1962 until 1967, said John Limond 
Hart speaking for the CIA before the 
House assassinations committee. 

Hart’s testimony came after photo 
analysts vouched for the authenticity of 
snapshots showing Oswald with the rifle 
that killed John F. Kennedy. The ex- 
perts provided new support for the War- 


ren Commission’s conclusion that Os- 
wald alone was responsible for the 
president’s assassination. 

Hart, a retired CIA official, was re- 
tained by CIA Director Stansfield 
Turner to prepare the testimony about 
the Nosenko matter. 

Nosenko defected in the 1960s, 
claiming he had been a Soviet KGB offi- 
cial. Nosenko told CIA agents that he 
had knowledge of Oswald’s activities in 
Russia, but the U.S. spy agency dis- 
counted his statements, concluding he 
was not a bona fide defector and may 
have been planted by the KGB. 

Later, however, the CIA reversed it- 
self and decided in 1968 that he was a 
legitimate defector. 

The committee has questioned 
Nosenko in private session but will not 
require him to testify publicly for securi- 
ty reasons. 



A committee report released Friday 
pointed out substantial discrepancies be- 
tween Nosenko’s current version of 
KGB spying on Oswald and the account 
he gave the FBI and CIA in the months 
following the Kennedy’s assassination. 

In describing how the CIA’s “hostile 
interrogations” of Nosenko produced 
misinformation. Hart said agents ignored 
human factors. 

His testimony left unanswered the 
question of whether the defector was 
telling the truth when he claimed that 
the Soviet government had no connec- 
tion with Oswald. 

Hart did say, however, that he be- 
lieves Nosenko’s statement that Oswald 
had no connections with the KGB was 
truthful. But he said the statement was 
useless. 

Hart testified that he feels Nosenko 
told the truth as he knew it, but that 


Nosenko might not have known the 
truth when he defected shortly after the 
assassination. 

“None of the statements he made 
about Lee Harvey Oswald have been 
proved incorrect,” Hart said. “It is my 
judgment that any he has said, he has 
said in good faith.” 

But in response to a question, Hart 
said that if the decision were his, he 
would not use any of Nosenko’s state-' 
ments in determining whether the Soviet 
Union had any connection with Oswald. 

Hart said the CIA initially mishandled 
Nosenko to the point of putting him in 
isolation with little food for three years 
and harassing him during lie detector 
tests to produce greater stress in him. 

The CIA witness read a document 
indicating some U.S. spy agency officials 
even considered fabricating a confession 
if they could not get Nosenko to give 


one. 

Hart said the deputy chief of the 
CIA’s Soviet branch wrote in a report 
that lie detector tests could be used “to 
gain more insights into the points of de- 
tail which could be used in fabricating an 
ostensible confession.” 

A confession, the report said, “inso- 
far as we could make one consistent and 
believable even to the Soviets, would be 
useful in any eventual disposal of 
Nosenko.” 

Hart told reporters later that “dis- 
posal” does not necessarily mean killing 
in that context But he refused to explain 
the statement any further. 

The focal point of Friday’s testimony 
by the photo experts was three snap- 
shots showing Oswald posing in his back 
yard with the rifle later identified as the 
one that felled Kennedy on Nov. 22, 
1963. 


